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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-44 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1± is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 11/06/02, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New ground of rejection set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 
1 .1 31 or 1 .1 32) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .1 93(b)(2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
—form the basis for the rejections under this section-madein-this Office action: - 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

1. Claims 40-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable by Honda 
Accord 1996 Owner's Manual, page 89. 

Regarding claims 40-42, Honda Accord' Audio system discloses a method of 
configuring a tuning system for operation in a first locale by determining tuning 
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frequencies for an associated set of channels; storing the tuning frequencies for the 
first locale; upon transporting the tuning system to a second locale, reconfiguring the 
tuning system for operation in the second locale; and upon transporting the tuning 
system back to the first locale, retrieving the stored tuning frequencies to restore 
operation in the first locale. Wherein the configuring step comprises the step of 
scanning for optimal tuning frequencies for the associated set of channels (see 
whole disclosure of page 89). Regarding "a computer-readable medium having 
instruction for performing the steps in the method as recited in claim 40", Honda 
disclosures must have Non-volatile memory with program execution stored in order 
to function as disclosed. Thus, Honda clearly meets the claim 42's limitation. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 

the prior art are such that the subject matter _as a whole would have been ob vious at the t ime the 

^ e ^ o which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10, 13-39 43-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Yoshida (US 5363142) in view of Albert Nalbandian (ITU-R 

studies on Spectrum management\Albert Nalbandian\ITU-BR SGD \ 02/05/98). 

Regarding claims 1-3, 5-7, 21 and 32-34 Yoshida discloses a television set 

with proper program codes stored in a microcomputer wherein the system identifies 

the receiving country code by the remote control and selects and executes a proper 
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program corresponding to the receiving country code by performing necessary 
preparation such as band and channel setting according to the receiving country 
code (Col. 3, lines 1-18). In order to perform such function, Yoshida's system must 
configure with a set/table of plurality of countries code in order to recognize the 
receiving country code. Thus Yoshida meets the claimed limitation "a country table 
listing a plurality of countries" of claims 1 and 2. 

Yoshida does not clearly disclose, "the country table references to an 
associated channel-to-frequency mapping table for the selected country"; However, 
Yoshida disclose the system performs necessary preparation such as band and 
channel setting according to the receiving country code (Col. 3, lines 14-17). 

Nalbandian discloses the country table lists the countries according to an ITU 
code and wherein the country table is in relation with corresponding Table of 
Frequency allocations for broadcasting purpose on each state or countries (channel- 
to-frequency mapping table) is well known by Recommendation ITU-R SM.1 131 
(page 3; section 4.1); Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
— — in-the art at-the time the invention was made to modify-Yoshida with country-table list 
according to ITU standard and wherein the country table references to an associated 
channel-to-frequency mapping table for the selected country, as taught by 
Nalbandian, so to simplify the Table of Frequency Allocations, ease coordination 
requirements, promote equipment availability for international markets and reduce 
production cost, thus helping to meet the requirements of developing countries in 
particular, see page 3. 



Application/Control Number: 09/057,786 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2611 

Regarding claims 4, 8, 22 and 35, Yoshida further discloses the system 
performs necessary preparation such as band and channel setting according to the 
receiving country code also contain a television standard, i.e., SECAM/PAL, 
NTSC...(Col. 3, lines 5-18). 

Regarding claim 9, Yoshida and Nalbandian does not disclose, "embodied in 
software as a DLL." 

Official Notice is taken that software written, as a DDL file is well known in the 
computer art under Microsoft Windows environment. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Yoshida in view of Nalbandian by developing software for a specific television 
tuning system, as a DLL file, so that the DLL file does not consume memory until it is 
used, and because DLL is a separate file, a programmer can make corrections or 
improvements to only that module without affecting the operation of the calling 
program or any other DLL files. 

As for "stored on a computer readable storage medium", Yoshida must has 
"~~~so me ty pe of sto rage med i unrrsoto - store softwa re prog ra m a nd cou nt ries cod es as- 
disclosed. 

Regarding claim 10, Yoshida television system must have a tuner in order to 
tune to the requested TV channel. 

Regarding claim 13, in combination with claims 1-8, 10 and 12; Yoshida 
television tuning system must has a video decoder circuitry coupled to receive a 
television video signal from the tuner to convert the received television video signal 



Application/Control Number: 09/057,786 Page 6 

Art Unit: 261 1 

to digital video data and a video decoder module (software program) to decode the 
digital video data according to a particular video standard, as disclosed Col. 3, lines 
5-18 (in digital computer environment, RF video signal received at the tuner must be 
converted from analog to digital so the computer processor could process the 
receiving RF video signal. Once the converted digital video data is processed by the 
processor wherein the processor defines the corresponding video standard output to 
display, i.e., NTSC or PAL/SECAM, the converted digital video data must be 
converted to corresponding video standard in order to display to the TV display). 

Since, Yoshida discloses the process of adjusting the tuner circuitry to a 
particular TV frequency and determine corresponding video standard output, i.e. 
NTSC, is based on computer program, the claimed "tuner module" and "video 
decoder module" limitations are further met by Yoshida's computer program since 
computer software adjusts both the video and tuner elements of the TV, see Col. 3, 
lines 5-18. 

Regarding claim 14, the claimed limitation " wherein the country table list the 
countries according to an ITU 

Regarding claim 15, Yoshida and Nalbandian does not disclose wherein the 
tuner module is "embodied in software as a DLL." 

Official Notice is taken that software written, as a DDL file is well known in the 
computer art under Microsoft Windows environment. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Yoshida in view of Nalbandian by developing software for a specific television 
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tuning system, as a DLL file, so that the DLL file does not consume memory until it is 
used, and because a DLL is a separate file, a programmer can make corrections or 
improvements to only that module without affecting the operation of the calling 
program or any other DLL files. In this instant case, the module is a tuner module. 

Regarding claim 16, as discussed in claim 15, since the tuner module can be 
written and implemented as a DLL file, a programmer can make corrections or 
improvements to only that tuner module (DLL file) without affecting the operation of 
the calling program and does not have to replace the tuner circuitry and the 
decoding circuitry. 

Regarding claims 17 and 25, Yoshida and Nalbandian do not specifically 
disclose the software program supports API to expose functionality of the tuner 
module (DLL file). 

Official Notice is taken that API is well known in the computer art under Microsoft 
Windows environment. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Yoshida in view of 

Nalbandian by using-API-so-that the-Yoshida's software-program-could-use those set 

of routine (API) to direct the performance of procedures by the computer OS. 

Regarding claims 18, 23, Yoshida in view of Nalbandian tuner module/code 
segment (computer program) must store a set of television frequencies that map to 
corresponding channels within the particular country for subsequent retrieval as 
disclosed (Col. 3, lines 5-18). 

Regarding claim 19 is analyzed with respect to claim 13. 




Application/Control Number: 09/057,786 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2611 

Regarding to claim 20, as discussed in claims 1-3 and 5-7, Yoshida must has 
unique country code assigned to the country table list. 

Regarding claim 24, Yoshida and Nalbandian do not disclose a television- 
tuning manager as recited in claim 19, "embodied as a software as a DLL." 

Official Notice is taken that software written, as a DDL file is well known in the 
computer art under Microsoft Windows environment. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Yoshida in view of Nalbandian by developing software for a specific television 
tuning system, as a DLL file, so that the DLL file does not consume memory until it is 
used, and because the DLL is a separate file, a programmer can make corrections 
or improvements to only that module without affecting the operation of the calling 
program or any other DLL files. In this instant case, the module is a television-tuning 
manager. 

As for "stored on a computer readable storage medium", Yoshida must has 
some type of storage medium so to store software program and countries codes as 

— disclosed. - — — — — 

Regarding claim 26, as discussed in claims 1-3, 5-7 and 21 , Yoshida and 
Nalbandian do not specifically disclose the software program supports API for a 
television tuning system and the API being embodied on a computer-readable 
medium. As for "embodied on a computer readable medium", Yoshida must has 
some type of storage medium so to store software program and countries codes as 
disclosed. 
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Official Notice is taken that API is well known in the computer art under Microsoft 
Windows environment. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Yoshida in view of 
Nalbandian by using API so that the Yoshida's software program could use those set 
of routine (API) to direct the performance of procedures by the computer OS. 

Regarding claim 27, as discussed in claim 26, Yoshida further performs all the 
functions claimed such retrieving all analog video TV standards supported by the 
tuning system, retrieving a current analog video TV standard in use (i.e., NTSC or 
PAL/SECAM), setting a current TV channel, retrieving the current TV channel, 
retrieving highest and lowest channels available, scanning for a precise signal on the 
current TV channel's frequency, setting a country code, retrieving the country code, 
setting a storage index for regional channel to frequency mappings, retrieving the 
storage index , retrieving a number of TV sources plugged into the tuning system 
setting and retrieving a type of tuning system (detection and setting by retrieving of a 
video decoding format standard, associated with different countries, such as PAL, 

NTSG^Seeam-ete-in-order-to-decode the received-TV-signal)rretrieving a current — 

video frequency (met by the tuner); and retrieving a current audio frequency (the 
received TV signal having video and audio and the system performs any necessary 
preparations such as band and channel setting to the program data such as 
NTSC...). 




Application/Control Number: 09/057,786 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2611 

Regarding claim 28, "receiving an ITU code for a particular country and selecting, 
based on the ITU code, a set of TV channel-to-TV frequency mapping for use in the 
particular country" is met by previous discussion in claims 1-3, 5-7 and 21 . 

Regarding claim 29, Yoshida in view of Nalbandian further disclose the step of 
selecting, based on the ITU code, a TV standard for use in the particular country, i.e, 
SECAM/PAL, NTSC...(Col. 3, lines 5-18). 

Regarding claim 30, Yoshida in view of Nalbandian must store the selected set of 
TV channel-to-frequency mappings so to function as disclosed in claims 1-3, 5-7 and 
21. 

Regarding claim 31, As for "a computer readable medium having computer- 
executable instruction for performing the steps in the method claim 28", Yoshida in 
view of Nalbandian must have some type of storage medium so to store software 
program and countries codes so to perform as disclosed. 

Regarding claim 36, Yoshida further discloses the step of scanning for a better 
quality frequency within the channel (performing any necessary preparations such 
— as band and channel-setting; GolT-Srlines 14^18): 

Regarding claim 37, as discussed in claims 1-3, 5-7, 21 and 32-34, the step of 
indexing from an entry for the country in the country table to a particular Frequency 
Allocations table must be done by Yoshida in view of Nalbandian to perform the 
function as disclosed "if said destination code is [3AH], the computer identifies it as 
destined for Europe from programs stored within itself, performing any necessary 
preparations such as band and channel setting..." (Col. 3, lines 14-18). 
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Regarding claim 38, as discussed in claims 1-3, 5-7, 21 and 32-34, Yoshida in 
view of Nalbandian must look-up in the particular channel-to-frequency table 
(Frequency Allocations table) a TV frequency that correspond to the channel. 

Regarding claim 39, Yoshida discloses computer executable instructions for 
performing the steps in claim 32 (Abstract). 

Regarding claim 43, it is analyzed with respect to claims 1-3, 5-7, 21 and 32-34; 

Regarding claim 44, it is analyzed with respect to claims 1-3 in combination with 
claim 4. 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshida 
(US 5363142) in view of Honda Accord 1996 Owner's Manual, page 89. 

Regarding claim 12, Yoshida discloses a television system able to tune to 
various television frequencies carrying television video signals upon transporting the 
tuner to a new local (input a country code); to scan multiple channels within a 
particular locale (country) for corresponding frequencies and to store the tuning 
frequencies for the particular local~(country)~(eolr37lines-5^18); — __ _ — _ — 

Yoshida does not disclose, "Upon transporting the tuner back to the particular 
local, the tuner retrieves the stored tuning frequencies to restore operation in the 
particular local." 

Honda Accord' Audio system discloses a method of configuring a tuning system 
for operation in a first locale by determining tuning frequencies for an associated set 
of channels; storing the tuning frequencies for the first locale; upon transporting the 
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tuning system to a second locale, reconfiguring the tuning system for operation in 
the second locale; and upon transporting the tuning system back to the first locale, 



Wherein the configuring step comprises the step of scanning for optimal tuning 
frequencies for the associated set of channels (see whole disclosure of page 89). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Yoshida to retrieve the stored tuning frequencies 
and to restore operation in the first locale, upon transporting the tuning system back 
to the first locale, as taught by Honda, so to provide to user a convenience way to 
retrieve back previous storing programs from the first local as taught by Honda. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

orFaxedtor(703)-872^9314 ~ ~ 

for formal communication intended for entry or 

for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



retrieving the stored tuning frequencies to restore operation in the first locale. 



Contact Fax Information 



Contact Information 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (703) 308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile, can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-5399. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 



PM. 



0377. 



HT:ht 

04/03/2003 



ANDREW FAILE 
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